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few hours extreme injury was done; even three ships that were
in a very safe port, tore up their heavy anchors, broke their
new strong cables, and were sunk with all their crews who
were on board. Many Indians saved themselves in certain
caverns; and when they came out again, were so alarmed
and confused by the novelty of the case that they could
scarcely breathe, their speech was restricted and their voice
gone. When somewhat recovered, these islanders began to
reason with each other, and had very different opinions
from what the Christians entertained; for they imputed all
the mischief that had happened to the conduct of the Span-
iards, and believed that heaven wished to have forced them
away from them; but whether it was this or any other cause,
I shall leave to the judgment of the more learned, and to
intellects more worthy than either mine or those of the
Indians. In the course of the five subsequent years, two
other similar storms occurred; I was on Terra Firma at the
time; the last was the most violent, and alarmed every part
of the island extremely. It destroyed nearly all the crops,
ruined the major part of the houses, and the sugar factories,
and nearly all the cattle of every sort perished. To such a
degree did this extend, that the Spaniards would have died
of hunger, if, by the grace of God, some ships had not
arrived there from Spain \ which bringing a great quantity
of flour and of biscuit, caused abundance to reign.
The almirante had the caravels repaired in haste, for he
had a great many workmen, both expert and valorous. Won-
dering and astonished at the ruin, and at the mortality that
had occurred among the Indians, he embarked as soon as
the vessels were ready; and he reached Spain in safety.
Landing at Cadiz, he posted up to the court, and presented
himself to the royal crown. He gave the king information,
of the country newly found, presented him with much gold
and other things of great value; related all that occurred in
Ida Espanda; carrying with him the trials of the Spaniards